
 

 

PRESS RELEASE  

THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION AND YOOX NET-A-PORTER OPEN 
APPLICATIONS FOR SECOND EDITION OF THE MODERN 
ARTISAN PROJECT TO TRAIN THE NEXT GENERATION IN 
BRINGING A RESPONSIBLE LUXURY WOMENSWEAR 
COLLECTION TO MARKET 
 
CUMNOCK, 1 JUNE 2021 -- The Prince’s Foundation and YOOX NET-A-PORTER today announce the opening of applications for 
the second edition of The Modern Artisan project, inviting fashion and textiles graduates from anywhere in the UK to submit 
applications for their place on a once-in-a-lifetime paid training programme by 30 June 2021.   
 
Four UK based fashion and textiles graduates passionate about innovative, responsible design and creating womenswear to 
the highest standard will be given the opportunity to join a team of four graduates from the Fashion Design Programmes of 
leading Italian design school Politecnico di Milano and take part in a collaborative ten-month paid training programme. 
Starting in September 2021, The Prince’s Foundation and YOOX NET-A-PORTER will upskill and guide the eight trainee artisans 
through the process of bringing a responsible luxury collection to market on a global scale. The resulting capsule collection 
will debut on NET-A-PORTER and YOOX in Autumn 2022. Profits from the sale of the collection will be donated to The Prince’s 
Foundation to enable the charity to develop and deliver training programmes that will help preserve traditional textile skills. 
 
The paid training programme will kick-off with four months of immersive design training guided by industry experts at YOOX 
NET-A-PORTER headquarters in London and Milan* for the British and Italian groups respectively. As they are supported 
through the design process, trainees will have the opportunity to explore designing for sustainability and circularity, including 
the application of data insights for customer relevance and longevity. The eight trainees will then come together to undertake 
six months of intensive training in luxury small batch production skills at The Prince’s Foundation’s Dumfries House 
headquarters in Ayrshire, Scotland, where they will gain the skills to handcraft the collection to the highest of standards. Over 
the course of the programme, trainees will benefit from industry visits in the UK and Italy** and throughout trainees will 
receive ongoing mentorship from YOOX NET-A-PORTER, The Prince’s Foundation and brand partners. 
 
YOOX NET-A-PORTER and The Prince’s Foundation, of which His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales is President, partnered in 
2019 to develop the first edition of The Modern Artisan. This first-of-its-kind project celebrates both the rich heritage and 
future of British and Italian textile craftsmanship, and aims to strengthen textile skills training and equip trainee artisans with 
the skills and confidence needed in today’s fast-paced digital world to produce the highest-quality responsible luxury fashion.  
 
The first edition of the project culminated with the launch of the YOOX NET-A-PORTER for The Prince’s Foundation collection 
in November 2020, which attracted global media attention and debuted in British Vogue. Since graduating from the 
programme, all the trainee artisans who took part across Italy and the UK have secured employment in the industry or started 
their own fashion and manufacturing businesses. 
 
Applications for the second edition of The Modern Artisan project open today (1 June) and close on Wednesday 30 June. While 
applicants should already possess excellent sewing skills, the programme will support the trainees as they develop the skills 



 

 

needed to transfer bespoke construction techniques to luxury small-batch production methods, while learning how to bring a 
luxury fashion collection to market. 
 
Among the UK artisans to graduate from the first edition of The Modern Artisan is Jillian Halfpenny, who is about to launch 
her own luxury small-batch production business in Scotland. She said: “My business, In The House Of, is a micro-manufacturing 
company which I will run from my purpose built studio at home. Through the business, I will use the skills I learnt while training 
on The Modern Artisan project to manufacture small batches of luxury products for emerging designers and established fashion 
houses.  
 
“Being involved in The Modern Artisan project was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity which enabled me to put into practice all 
that I learnt at college and expand my skills in the full range of designing, manufacturing and bringing to market a luxury and 
sustainable clothing collection.” 
 
Jacqueline Farrell, education director for The Prince’s Foundation at Dumfries House, said: “Following the unprecedented 
success of The Modern Artisan, we are delighted to announce that we will once again be collaborating with YOOX NET-A-
PORTER for a second edition of the project. The training programme is suitable for fashion and textiles graduates with a keen 
interest in sustainability and a desire to learn more about responsible design, who would like to enhance their manufacturing 
skills in a challenging, collaborative and fast-paced environment. We’d like to encourage anyone with the relevant skills and 
an interest in setting up their own business or working in artisanal manufacturing to apply before the deadline.” 
 
Federico Marchetti, Founder and Chairman of YOOX NET-A-PORTER, said: "The Modern Artisan presents a life-changing 
opportunity for a new generation of young talents across Italy and the UK, providing the catalyst for an exciting future career 
at a crucial moment. For the industry at large, it offers a blueprint for a highly innovative approach to the design and 
craftsmanship at the heart of the fashion system, fusing traditional artisanal skills with technology to truly create values-led 
luxury fashion. It has been a pleasure and an honour to develop this concept with His Royal Highness and The Prince’s 
Foundation, and I am thrilled to see the legacy continue.” 
 
Shortlisted applicants will be invited to take part in a virtual interview on Wednesday 14 or Thursday 15 July, followed by a 
virtual challenge day on Monday 26 July. Graduates interested in applying can visit https://www.ynap.com/pages/the-
modern-artisan/ to find out more and download the application form. 
 
 
Ends 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
*Trainee presence in YOOX NET-A-PORTER headquarters will be subject to Covid-19 restrictions and altered as required to 
remote training if necessary. 
**Trainee travel to Italy will be subject to Covid-19 travel restrictions and altered as required to both meet local restrictions 
and support the learning experience to the highest level.  
 
For more information about The Modern Artisan project please visit: www.ynap.com/pages/the-modern-artisan/   
For information about The Modern Artisan, please email media@princes-foundation.org  
 
 
 
ABOUT THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION 
 
The Prince’s Foundation, of which HRH The Prince of Wales is President, provides holistic solutions to challenges facing the 
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world today. The charity champions a sustainable approach to how we live our lives and build our communities, runs a diverse 
programme of education and training for all ages and backgrounds with a particular focus on preserving traditional craft skills 
that are at risk of being lost, and regenerates and cares for places where communities thrive and that visitors enjoy.  
 
The Foundation works nationally and internationally but at the heart of the organisation is the heritage-led regeneration of 
the Dumfries House estate and its wider community, where the charity’s principles and philosophies are explored and put into 
practice. 
 
ABOUT YOOX NET-A-PORTER GROUP 
 
YOOX NET-A-PORTER GROUP is the world’s leading online luxury and fashion retailer with 4.5 million high-spending active 
customers in 180 countries. As pioneers in bringing together the realms of technology and luxury, YOOX NET-A-PORTER 
connects the most discerning clientele with the joy of luxury and fashion that lasts a lifetime and beyond. It combines a curated 
edit of the world’s most coveted brands with personalised end-to-end service, all shaped by 20 years of insights into the 
modern shopper. 
 
YOOX NET-A-PORTER is uniquely positioned in the high-growth luxury e-commerce sector thanks to a focused business model 
that comprises a complete luxury retail ecosystem. The Group sells directly to customers globally through its own family of 
multi-brand online shops: NET-A-PORTER, MR PORTER, YOOX and THE OUTNET. In addition to this, the Group’s Online Flagship 
Stores Division partners with many leading luxury brands to power their own e-commerce destinations, including the next era 
of omnichannel solutions that blur the line between online shopping, mobility and the boutique. 
 
YOOX NET-A-PORTER balances technology and human touch to create a truly luxury shopping experience. Artificial 
intelligence, augmented reality, voice and visual search are all innovations that the Group is developing to enrich the customer 
experience – which is nearly always via a smartphone. Sustainability increasingly shapes the way YOOX NET-A-PORTER 
conducts business, with a focus on ensuring lasting positive impact for people and the planet through circularity, transparency 
and collaboration. 
 
YOOX NET-A-PORTER is a global Group with Anglo-Italian roots. Its localised approach to serving customers is supported by 
offices and operations in the United States, Europe, Middle East, Japan, China and Hong Kong. The Group strengthened its 
presence in the fast-growing Chinese and Middle Eastern luxury markets through joint ventures with the strongest local 
partners, namely Alibaba and Mohamed Alabbar’s Symphony Investments. 
 
YOOX NET-A-PORTER is part of Richemont. Federico Marchetti, Founder of YOOX, is the Group’s Chairman and Geoffroy 
Lefebvre is the CEO. 
 
Follow @YNAP: Instagram/LinkedIn/Twitter/YouTube 
 
For more information about YOOX NET-A-PORTER GROUP visit www.ynap.com 
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